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§17.112

(2) When there are changes that
might change the copayment obliga-
tion (i.e., changes regarding marital
status, fixed assets, liquid assets, ex-
penses, income (when received), or
whether the veteran has a spouse or de-
pendents residing in the community),
the veteran must report those changes
to a VA medical facility within 10 days
of the change.

(f) Veterans and care that are not sub-
ject to the copayment requirements. The
following veterans and care are not
subject to the copayment requirements
of this section:

(1) A veteran with a compensable
service-connected disability.

(2) A veteran whose annual income
(determined under 38 U.S.C. 1503) is less
than the amount in effect under 38
U.S.C. 1521(b).

(3) Care for a veteran’s noncompen-
sable zero percent service-connected
disability.

(4) An episode of extended care serv-
ices that began on or before November
30, 1999.

() Care authorized under 38 U.S.C.
1710(e) for Vietnam-era herbicide-ex-
posed veterans, radiation-exposed vet-
erans, Persian Gulf War veterans,post-
Persian Gulf War combat-exposed vet-
erans, or Camp Lejeune veterans pursu-
ant to §17.400.

(6) Care for treatment of sexual trau-
ma as authorized under 38 U.S.C. 1720D.

(7) Care or services authorized under
38 U.S.C. 1720E for certain veterans re-
garding cancer of the head or neck.

(8) A veteran who VA determines to
be catastrophically disabled, as defined
in 38 CFR 17.36(e), is exempt from co-
payments for adult day health care,
non-institutional respite care, and non-
institutional geriatric care.

(9) A veteran receiving care for psy-
chosis or a mental illness other than
psychosis pursuant to §17.109.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 101(28), 501, 1701(7), 1710,
1710B, 1720B, 1720D, 1722A, Sec. 101, Pub. L.
113-146, 128 Stat. 1754)

[67 FR 35040, May 17, 2002, as amended at 69
FR 39846, July 1, 2004; 76 FR 52274, Aug. 22,
2011; 78 FR 28143, May 14, 2013; 78 FR 70864,
Nov. 27, 2013; 79 FR 57414, Sept. 24, 2014; 79 FR
65585, Nov. 5, 2014]

38 CFR Ch. I (7-1-16 Edition)
CEREMONIES

§17.112 Services or ceremonies on De-
partment of Veterans Affairs hos-
pital or center reservations.

(a) Services or ceremonies on Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs hospital or
center reservations are subject to the
following limitations:

(1) All activities must be conducted
with proper decorum, and not interfere
with the care and treatment of pa-
tients. Organizations must provide as-
surance that their members will obey
all rules in effect at the hospital or
center involved, and act in a dignified
and proper manner;

(2) Partisan activities are inappro-
priate and all activities must be non-
partisan in nature. An activity will be
considered partisan and therefore inap-
propriate if it includes commentary in
support of, or in opposition to, or at-
tempts to influence, any current policy
of the Government of the United States
or any State of the United States. If
the activity is closely related to par-
tisan activities being conducted out-
side the hospital or center reserva-
tions, it will be considered partisan and
therefore inappropriate.

(b) Requests for permission to hold
services or ceremonies will be ad-
dressed to the Secretary, or the Direc-
tor of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs hospital or center involved. Such
applications will describe the proposed
activity in sufficient detail to enable a
determination as to whether it meets
the standards set forth in paragraph (a)
of this section. If permission is grant-
ed, the Director of the hospital or cen-
ter involved will assign an appropriate
time, and render assistance where ap-
propriate. No organization will be
given exclusive permission to use the
hospital or center reservation on any
particular occasion. Where several re-
quests are received for separate activi-
ties, the Director will schedule each so
as to avoid overlapping or interference,
or require appropriate modifications in
the scope or timing of the activity.

[35 FR 2389, Feb. 3, 1970. Redesignated at 61
FR 21966, May 13, 1996, and further redesig-
nated at 67 FR 35040, May 17, 2002]
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REIMBURSEMENT FOR LOSS BY NATURAL
DISASTER OF PERSONAL EFFECTS OF
HOSPITALIZED OR NURSING HOME PA-
TIENTS

§17.113 Conditions of custody.

When the personal effects of a pa-
tient who has been or is hospitalized or
receiving nursing home care in a De-
partment of Veterans Affairs hospital
or center were or are duly delivered to
a designated location for custody and
loss of such personal effects has oc-
curred or occurs by fire, earthquake, or
other natural disaster, either during
such storage or during laundering, re-
imbursement will be made as provided
in §§17.113 and 17.114.

[39 FR 1843, Jan. 15, 1974. Redesignated and
amended at 61 FR 21966, 21967, May 13, 1996,
and further redesignated at 67 FR 35039, May
17, 2002]

§17.114 Submittal of claim for reim-
bursement.

The claim for reimbursement for per-
sonal effects damaged or destroyed will
be submitted by the patient to the Di-
rector. The patient will separately list
and evaluate each article with a nota-
tion as to its condition at the time of
the fire, earthquake, or other natural
disaster i.e., whether new, worn, etc.
The date of the fire, earthquake, or
other natural disaster will be stated. It
will be certified by a responsible offi-
cial that each article listed was stored
in a designated location at the time of
loss by fire, earthquake, or other nat-
ural disaster or was in process of laun-
dering. The patient will further state
whether the loss of each article was
complete or partial, permitting of
some further use of the article. The re-
sponsible official will certify that the
amount of reimbursement claimed on
each article of personal effects is not in
excess of the fair value thereof at time
of loss. The certification will be pre-
pared in triplicate, signed by the re-
sponsible officer who made it, and
countersigned by the Director of the
medical center. After the above papers
have been secured, voucher will be pre-
pared, signed, and certified, and for-
warded to the Fiscal Officer for ap-
proval, payment to be made in accord-
ance with fiscal procedure. The origi-

§17.116

nal list of property and certificate are
to be attached to voucher.

[39 FR 1843, Jan. 15, 1974, as amended at 49
FR 5616, Feb. 14, 1984. Redesignated at 61 FR
21966, May 13, 1996, and further redesignated
at 67 FR 35039, May 17, 2002]

§17.115 Claims in cases of incom-

petent patients.

Where the patient is insane and in-
competent, the patient will not be re-
quired to make claim for reimburse-
ment for personal effects lost by fire,
earthquake, or other natural disaster
as required under the provisions of
§17.113. The responsible official will
make claim for the patient, adding the
certification in all details as provided
for in §17.113. After countersignature of
this certification by the Director, pay-
ment will be made as provided in
§17.113, and the amount thereby dis-
bursed will be turned over to the Direc-
tor for custody.

[39 FR 1843, Jan. 15, 1974, as amended at 49
FR 5616, Feb. 14, 1984. Redesignated and
amended at 61 FR 21966, 21967, May 13, 1996,
and further redesignated at 67 FR 35039, May
17, 2002]

REIMBURSEMENT TO EMPLOYEES FOR THE
COoST OF REPAIRING OR REPLACING
CERTAIN PERSONAL PROPERTY DAM-
AGED OR DESTROYED BY PATIENTS OR
MEMBERS

§17.116 Adjudication of claims.

Claims comprehended. Claims for reim-
bursing Department of Veterans Af-
fairs employees for cost of repairing or
replacing their personal property dam-
aged or destroyed by patients or mem-
bers while such employees are engaged
in the performance of their official du-
ties will be adjudicated by the Director
of the medical center concerned. Such
claims will be considered under the fol-
lowing conditions, both of which must
have existed and, if either one is lack-
ing, reimbursement or payment for the
cost or repair of the damaged article
will not be authorized:

(a) The claim must be for an item of
personal property normally used by the
employee in his or her day to day em-
ployment, e.g., eyeglasses, hearing
aids, clothing, etc., and,
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